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Tales from the place where time & tide meet
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Battle of St. Leonard Creek re-enactment at Jefferson Patterson Park.
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ot just the sound of cannon
fire, or an old rifle circa 1814,
or the noise of boots on a tall
ship’s gangplank or even the sound of
a vintage-style circus act falling off the
tightrope – the War of 1812 events in
Southern Maryland bring an economic
boom that is quieter but longer lasting
than any of those things.

The “Kalmar Nyckel” sailing up the
(Photo: Tim Toth)
Patuxent River.

With two out of three events behind us
– Raiders & Invaders in Leonardtown
and St. Mary’s County June 6th through
8th, and The 1812 Fair at Jefferson
Patterson Park and in Solomons on June
20th and 21st – we have seen the results
of great efforts in heritage tourism. We
hope the good news will continue in
Benedict this August.

Girl in period costume
at 1812 Fair at
Jefferson Patterson
Park.
(Photo: Ralph Eshelman)
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British troops at Jefferson Patterson Park.

Families, history
buffs, curious
locals and folks
who were just
plain looking
for something
different to do
came from all
over to attend
these two
events. And
no one was
disappointed!
Both had
something for
everyone and
nearly everything

Re-enactors chat with Capt. Ben Shevchuk and Mayor Dan Burris in
(Photo: St. Mary’s County Tourism)
(Photo: Ralph Eshelman) Leonardtown at First Friday event.
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was presented at no cost. The 1812-style circus
performers, musicians, street theater, water
excursions, craftspeople and children’s games
were all very popular. Demonstrations of
weapons, soldiers on horseback and of course
those tall ships provided endless fascination.
At Raiders & Invaders, the history was
presented with a wink as the headline: “The
British Are Coming!” was given a second
meaning when a British Invasion band
(1960s and 1970s style) entertained after the
historical talks and demonstrations.

Newtowne Players “Street Theater” cast at Raiders & Invaders event in Leonardtown.
(Photo: Wes Stone)

Very approximate head counts show thousands of folks
each day at all the locations, an enormous boom for our
historic sites and museums. A research company has
been retained to put together a report on the projected
actual numbers of attendance and the economic impact
of each event. Funding for both of these events was
provided in part by the Star Spangled 200 Commission
and lots of hard work from everyone involved made the
events seem effortless. HUZZAH!!
Crowds watch tall ships skirmish at Jefferson
(Photo Tim Toth)
Patterson Park.

Getting out on the Patuxent at Jefferson Patterson Park.

(Photo Tim Toth)
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Tall ships, music, crafts and more – all in 1812 fashion!

(Photo: Wes Stone)

(Photo: Ralph Eshelman)

Clockwise: Tall ship the “Pride of Baltimore” on the
Patuxent River.
Blacksmith at Raiders & Invaders
1812 Invasion Route boat excursions at
Leonardtown wharf
Costumed ladies at Raiders & Invaders
British Invasion concert at Leonardtown wharf

(Photo: St. Mary’s County Tourism)
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(Photo: St. Mary’s County Tourism)

(Photo: Wes Stone)

Street theater players ready to invade a
Leonardtown shop.
(Photo: St. Mary’s County Tourism)

Period circus performer at 1812 Fair at
Jefferson Patterson Park.
(Photo: Ralph Eshelman)

Mission:
The Mission of the Southern
Maryland Heritage Area
Consortium is to enhance the
economic activity of Southern
Maryland through combining
quality heritage tourism and small
business development with preservation, cultural & natural resource
conservation and education.

Big Projects Get Funding From the Heritage Areas
In the world of grant applications it’s already 2015, a new fiscal
year and with that comes another round of grants funded by
the Maryland Heritage Area Authority (MHAA). With a
dozen certified heritage areas across the state and a total of three
million dollars to divide among us all, there is never enough
money to fund every grant and this year, as always, Southern
Maryland presented some really terrific projects.
The projects that were funded in our Heritage Area begin with
the Calvert Marine Museum, AV Equipment for Harms
Gallery. This Non-Capital project represents further upgrades
to the part of the Museum currently being remodeled. The
space will be for flexible use and purchase of AV equipment will
enhance remote and internet capabilities for events in this space
and also to upgrade the orientation film to reflect upgrades. The
capital funds request is for $15,000 and was fully funded.
Friends of Chapman Park, Mt. Aventine Preservation. This
Capital project will work to stabilize the West Wing (oldest
portion) of the house and to upgrade a bathroom, the long term
goal is to use the house for programs and events. The capital
request is for $7,000 and was fully funded.

St. Mary’s County, Three Notch Trail Phase Seven. This
Capital project represents the continuation of this widely
supported trail. Funds are sought for concept planning, design
and engineering of this portion of the trail. This capital project
receives $50,000.
Charles County Government, Port Tobacco Land Acquisition.
This Capital project will continue the County’s effort to
purchase and control this historic district, turning it into
a heritage tourism “hub.” Additional properties have been
purchased including Stagg Hall and an agreement has been
signed giving the county control over the Courthouse. This
capital project receives $50,000.
In addition the grant which funds the Heritage Area’s
operations, outreach and Mini-Grant program was fully funded
at $56,000. Watch for information about progress on these
exciting new projects in these pages and in our local press. These
awards, totaling $178,000, along with funding for our local
office and staff will be available for the fiscal year, which ends
June 30, 2015.
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From the Director:
Destination: Southern Maryland! As
promised in a previous newsletter, we
have created a regional visitor’s guide
in the format of a magazine and it is in
visitor centers and public spaces from
Annapolis to Washington D.C. and the
greater Baltimore area as well here in
Southern Maryland.
Working with the tourism offices of
our 3 counties and using a grant from
the Star Spangled 200 Commission,
we have a beautiful magazine that
highlights our 1812 events but also
plays up everything else we have to
offer, from dining to shopping and
water sports and wine-tasting.

Our two travel videos, both showing off
some of our finest heritage sites along
with some surprising and fun things to
do the region are posted on our web site,
as is a page turning version of the Guide.
We offered an extra round of mini grants
this year, specifically for 1812 related
programs and events throughout our
area, look for highlights of those in our
next newsletter!
It’s been a very busy year, but so
rewarding too. Want to be a part of all
this? When you make a donation to
SMHAC, your dollars go directly to
support these programs and you become
a partner in Southern Maryland’s unique

Support Southern Maryland’s Heritage…
Become a Tidekeeper now!
The people of Southern Maryland are interested in the history and culture of
our region. These people make up our Friends group, called Tidekeepers.
With your help, we will preserve, enhance and promote all that is special
about our heritage area. By doing that we will demonstrate what a terrific
place Southern Maryland is to work and play, for all the residents and also for
the visitors and businesses in the region. Joining this elite circle of pride can
cost as little as twenty dollars, so complete the Membership Form today and
send it in with your donation – become a Tidekeeper of Southern Maryland.
YES, I want to join the Tidekeepers and demonstrate my pride in the
unique Heritage of Southern Maryland! Enclosed is my donation for the
Membership Level:

heritage. Please take a minute to fill out
the form below and return it with your
check.
Thanks for helping.
—Roz Racanello, Executive Director

Membership Levels and Benefits
Associate Member: $20. Open to
individuals and non-profit associations. All
Associate Members will be on our mailing list to
receive our newsletters and other information.
Supporting Member: $100. Open to
all who have a special pride in our region. All
Supporting Members will receive a copy of our
“Barns of Southern Maryland” poster.
Sustaining Member: $500. Open to
businesses and individuals in Southern Maryland
that wish to make a substantial and positive contribution in support of the Heritage of Southern
Maryland. All Corporate Members will receive a
plaque of appreciation for their contribution.

(please check one:)
h Associate Member $20 h Supporting Member $100 h Sustaining Member $500
Name:_________________________________Phone: _________________E Mail: _________________________
Address: City/State/Zip ______________________________________________________________________________
Special interests/concerns/talents: _______________________________________________________________________
I want to make an additional contribution in this amount: $________________
Make checks payable to: Friends of Southern Maryland Heritage, a non-profit organization, organized under the 501-c(3) of the Tri-County
Council for Southern Maryland. Your dues are tax deductible.

Mail completed form and check to: Southern Maryland Heritage Area Consortium, PO Box 745, Hughesville, MD 20637.
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The Southern Maryland Heritage Area Consortium is funded in part by the Maryland Heritage Areas Authority, by Calvert County,
Charles County and St. Mary’s County, and supported by the Tri-County Council of Southern Maryland.

